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Audience Analysis
Knowledge: The majority of my audience is either freshmen or sophomore students.  To my knowledge, there are no other certified divers in the class, however, considering most FSU attendees are from Florida, I am assuming a basic knowledge and exposure to scuba.
Attitudes: Each fellow student I have spoken with about my topic has been excited to hear a speech on diving.  To maintain a positive attitude, I will continually mention how much fun diving can be and discuss the benefits (enjoyment, discovering a new underwater world) rather than the drawbacks (cost, etc).
Expectations: Attendance in lab seems to be high, so I expect most, if not all of my classmates to be present.  
Demographics: Since scuba diving is a recreational activity independent of race, sex and social status, I do not expect the demographic to be a factor in the reception of my speech.  All classmates are well beyond the minimum age to participate in diving (10), and since diving requires very little exertion, very few people are physically unable to participate.
Setting: The speech will be given in Diffenbaugh 118.  I will be allowed to use PowerPoint presentations and/or video and audio.
Speech Purpose: To inform my audience about the process and experience of scuba diving.
Thesis Statement: Scuba diving is a relaxing, enjoyable activity that nearly any person may participate in, regardless of race, sex, age, or physical ability.
Body
I.
Scuba diving basics
A.
Scuba is an acronym for Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus, and refers not to the actual act of breathing underwater, but specifically to the type of equipment used, or SCUBA unit.
1.
There are several equipment configuations that can be classified as scuba, but the term is typically used to describe the Open Circuit system developed by Jacques Cousteau in 1942.
B.
The Open Circuit Scuba unit is, by far, the most widely used system today and consists of the following components

1.
Regulator


2.
Bouyancy Compensation Device (BCD)


3.
Air cylender


4.
Basic Snorkeling gear (mask, fins, snorkel)


5.
Certification 


Transition: Now, I have explained the basics of diving, so let’s look at what you can do as a certified diver.
II.
The diving experience.

A.
Like many other activities, Scuba diving can be done both recreationally or professionally.
B.
As a recreational diver, you will be able to
1.
Explore springs, reefs, wrecks, caverns, and many other underwater settings
2.
Enjoy the relaxing feeling of weightlessness

C.  Truely skilled divers can also make a great living Scuba diving professionally.

      1.   Forensic Divers

      2.   Rescue Divers


   3.   Golf Courses


Transition: Now, hopefully you are thinking this sounds interesting, and maybe you are wondering how you can begin diving yourself
III.
Becoming Certified is a relatively simple and fairly inexpensive process. 

A.
Choosing an agency
1.
PADI and NAUI
2.
Courses are taught through local dive shops and dive centers
B.
The basic open-water course is completed in 1-2 weeks, depending on the course and time allotted each day, followed by four check-out dives.
1.
Prospective divers begin the process with classroom work where an instructor teaches proper equipment use, safety procedures, and a vast array of necessary skills, such as retreiving a lost regulator.
2.   Following completion of the class work, divers spend several days practicing and perfecting their skills in a standard swimming pool under the instructors supervision.  The pools are rarely more than 8 feet deep.  This is where many divers have their first Scuba experience.
3.   After passing all required skill checks in the pool, the students are then asked to perform the skills twice more in a real-world setting, usually a freshwater spring or lake.
Conclusion
Closing Signal: And with that….
Main Points: I have discussed what Scuba Diving is, the things it allows us to experience, and the process of becoming a certified diver.
Topic and Purpose: My purpose is to have accurately portrayed the enjoyment I get from diving…
Audience Response: And hopefully I have encouraged you to try it out for yourself.
Memorable Statement: 
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